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February of 2008 will be most remembered for being the snowiest on record in portions of our area. 

Temperatures through much of the month averaged below normal. Precipitation was observed on almost 

every day of the month.  In fact, there were only three dry days in Grand Rapids, two in Lansing and five 

in Muskegon. 

Temperatures generally averaged around five to fifteen degrees above normal during the first nine days of 

February. However, through most of the rest of the month temperatures generally averaged about five to 

fifteen degrees below normal. The only exceptions to this occurred on the 17
th
 and 25

th
, when 

temperatures averaged about five to ten degrees above normal. 

February of 2008 was the snowiest ever recorded in Grand Rapids and Lansing. The record breaking 

snowfall of 41.6 inches in Grand Rapids broke the previous record of 35.5 inches set back in February of 

1900. The record breaking snowfall of 27.6 inches in Lansing broke the previous record of 25.4 inches, 

also set back in February of 1900. 

The total snowfall for the month in Muskegon was 41.7 inches, which was the second snowiest on record 

in Muskegon. The snowiest February on record in Muskegon occurred in 1981, when 45.8 inches was 

recorded. At least an inch of snow cover (and often much more than that) was reported in Muskegon, 

Grand Rapids and Lansing throughout the entire month of February. 

February 2008 Temperature, Precipitation and Snowfall 

Site   Average Temperature Precipitation  Snowfall 

Grand Rapids  22.3    4.16   41.6 

Normal   25.0    1.54   12.2 

Departure   - 2.7    2.62   29.4 

 

Lansing   21.5    2.67   27.6 

Normal   24.0    1.45   10.6 

Departure  - 2.5    1.22   17.0 

 

Muskegon  22.3    4.64   41.7 

Normal   25.4    1.58   18.3 

Departure  - 3.1    3.06   23.4 



February 2008 Temperature Plots For Grand Rapids, Lansing and Muskegon 

    

Figure 1.  Grand Rapids Daily Temperatures February 2008. 

 

Figure 2.  Lansing Daily Temperatures February 2008. 



 

Figure 3.  Muskegon Daily Temperatures February 2008. 

 

Figure 4.  Average Daily Temperature (courtesy Midwest Climate Center). 



 

Figure 5.  Average Temperature Departure From Normal (courtesy Midwest Climate Center). 

 

Figure 6.  Total Precipitation (courtesy Midwest Climate Center). 


